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CHAT BOX:  
Your Country 

POLL
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Two Brief Presentations 
Conversations

Original CR 
Latest Evolution
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Why Critical Realism for Me?
“The Devil and the Blue Sea” 

POSITIVISM:  
CERTAINTY but REDUCTIONIST

RELATIVISM:  
LIMITS OF HUMAN KNOWING  
but COMPROMISED THINKING

6

CR Study Circle Jun-Jul 2022 - July 1, 2022



4           IDEAS
REASONS
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Reality is independent of human knowing. 

Human knowing is limited and relative.
TRANSITIVE

INTRANSITIVE

Relativism

#1

JUDGMENTAL RATIONALITY 
= Ontological Realism 

+ Epistemic Relativism
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Reality is more than what we can perceive. 

   

STRATIFICATION

Positivism

#2

REALITY
= Causally Efficacious 

> Perceptible 

Reality includes not only our Experiences, 
but also unexperienced Events and 

unactualized Causal Structures.
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Outside the laboratory, 
causes do not always produce  

events or experiences  
because other causes can intervene. 

OPEN  
SYSTEM

Determinism

#3

Causes operate  
as TENDENCIES.
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Complex causes are irreducible  
to more basic ones,  

are causally efficacious,  
and are real. 

EMERGENCE

Reductionism

#4

Human agency is causally efficacious.
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EMERGENCEOPEN SYSTEMSTRATIFICATIONINTRANSITIVITY

Relativism Positivism Determinism Reductionism

Clears the ground for o
ur discourse.

Guides our rese
arch.
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